Project Narrative Sample #1
(Photo 1) Occupying over 20,000 square feet in a difficult-to-access forested ravine, the new Zoo exhibit Eagle Canyon was highly dependant upon the use of four innovative concrete products and construction techniques. 
(Photo 2) One part of the exhibit, an 800 square foot cast-in-place concrete viewing shelter, presented unique waterproofing challenges. The entire structure had to ultimately disappear into the landscape, aided by a densely planted green roof and planted artificial rock facades. One wall abutted a 10,000-gallon pool, with three formed openings for acrylic windows. 
(Photo 3) The concrete walls alone had to hold the water. The green roof planted atop the shelter has a basin of water pouring over the roof edge into the pool below. 
(Photo 4) Aesthetically, waterproof coatings and pool liners could not be used. The solution was to use a truly waterproof concrete mix for the overall structure and pools. 
(Photo 5) To recreate a naturalistic environment for visitors and animals alike, the Zoo’s own in-house Exhibits Crew created 200 cubic yards worth of realistic hand-carved artificial rocks. 
(Photo 6) The shotcrete mix supplied was pre-colored to match natural rocks on site, and applied by the Zoo’s own crew. Environmentally sensitive paving was used for the 300 linear feet of pathway winding up the canyon walls.

(Photo 7) Pervious concrete paving was used to eliminate storm water runoff and protect the forested site from subsequent erosion. 
(Photo 8) To ensure longevity, and reduce maintenance, footbridges crossing

tributaries were topped with colored, stamped concrete replicating wood planks.

Exposed natural wood planks, under the feet of over one million visitors a year, would require far too much time to maintain and repair. (Photo 9) The cast-in-place concrete viewing structure, once covered with carved shotcrete rocks, soil and plants, becomes a far more naturalistic feature. 
(Photo 10) Eagle Canyon prominently features concrete, in many forms, to successfully merge hardscape and landscape with minimal required maintenance and maximum aesthetic appeal.
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