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Richard Angstrom, OCAPA President
Date: September 15, 2011
EASTERN OREGON AREA MEETING SEPTEMBER 28TH IN LA GRANDE
OCAPA will be hosting the annual Eastern Oregon Area Meeting on September 28th.  Jayne Clark and Cass Vanderwiele are hosting the meeting.  An agenda is being developed to discuss with you issues and updates of importance to our Eastern Oregon members.  For those planning to attend, please invite producing non-members, so we can use this as an opportunity to introduce OCAPA and our function to them.

Location:  Ten Depot Street - 210 Depot Street - La Grande, OR - T: 541.963. 9597

Dinner:  6:00pm

Lodging:  Best Western Rama Inn & Suites 1711 21st Street, La Grande, OR 97850-3919 (541) 963-3100

NRMCA’s NORTHWEST REGIONAL WORK PLAN MEETING
NRMCA will be in Oregon October 18th at the Sheraton near the Portland Airport for its Northwest Regional Work Plan Meeting to discuss NRMCA programs, the economy, regional and local issues, concrete sustainability programs and other industry-specific topics.  This meeting is designed to be an open dialogue between national and state associations and industry leaders in the northwest to discuss issues relevant to our part of the country.  Please join NRMCA and OCAPA in this event.  These are important discussions given the economy, our industry and the direction many of the northwest states are headed.  See you all in a month.  
CALPORTLAND SPONSORS AN INDUSTRY ENERGY SUMMIT
Over the past several years, CalPortland has focused on energy management and conservation reducing company operating costs, energy savings and rebates and even has been recognized by the EPA as a National ENERGY STAR Partner of the Year.  As part of that endeavor, CalPortland is reaching out to the rest of the industry and inviting all of us to attend their 3rd annual energy summit.  From my perspective, sharing what they have learned and the programs they have developed to help the rest of the industry including their competitors is not only noteworthy but the type of corporate citizenry that should be emulated by all of us.  Speakers will be Richard Whitman, Natural Resources Advisor to Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber, Oregon State Senator Betsy Johnson, and NRMCA’s President Bob Garbini.  Please join Cal Portland at the Oregon Advanced Technology Center, Clackamas Community College, Wilsonville, Oregon on October 26, 2011 for this all day event.  The event is free.  Reserve your spot by calling William Jerald at 520-616-1397 or wjerald@calportland.com.
BUREAU OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIES ANNOUNCES NEW MINIMUM WAGE RATE

State Labor Commissioner Brad Avakian announced this week that Oregon’s minimum wage will rise January 1, 2012 to $8.80 per hour next year.  The 30-cent increase mirrors a 3.77% increase in the Consumer Price Index since August 2010.  Oregon’s minimum wage rate remains $8.50 per hour for all hours worked in 2011.  Ballot Measure 25, enacted by Oregon voters in 2002, requires a minimum wage adjustment annually based on changes in inflation as measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI). The Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor and Industries (BOLI) is directed to adjust the minimum wage for inflation every September, rounded to the nearest five cents.  Revised minimum wage posters reflecting the new rate will be available for free download from BOLI’s website in December.  That site, which includes additional information about all of BOLI’s activities, is http://www.oregon.gov/BOLI.
NEWS FROM ODOT ON FEDERAL HIGHWAY DISCUSSIONS
Travis Brouwer, ODOT Federal Affairs Advisor, updated the Oregon’s highway users’ groups mixed and quite confusing policy directions emerging from Washington.  First, the House and Senate leadership reached an agreement on a six-month extension of SAFETEA and the federal gas tax through March 31, 2012, ending the risk of shutting down current transportation projects.  
Second, the House Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee’s appropriations bill slashed projects funded by the federal Highway Trust Fund to levels that can be sustained with current revenues flowing into the fund.  The net result cuts highway programs by one- third to 27.7 billion.  In Oregon, funding will fall from $479 million to $316 million.  
The final bit of news is that President Obama’s American Jobs Act proposes $50 billion in additional infrastructure funding.  Of that, $27 billion would be for highways, $9 billion for public transportation, $2 billion for intercity passenger rail, $2 billion for airports, and $10 billion for a national infrastructure bank.  The politics are known to all of us.  The House Republicans are unlikely to move the bill without additional guarantees that the federal government will make commensurate spending cuts, nor will they support the President’s proposed revenue increases to pay for the program.
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