MSHA TO LAUNCH FATALITY-FOCUSED INSPECTIONS 
On March 15, MSHA will launch an enforcement program aimed at driving down fatalities by focusing during inspections on those standards most often cited in past fatality investigations.

The program, called Prevent Fatalities – Rules to Live By, is based on MSHA’s evaluation of fatalities from 2000 through 2008.  Inspectors will be trained in program specifics in the month before the rollout.  That program will include instruction on how to improve consistency among inspectors on the priority standards.  The Agency will dedicate space on its website for up-to-date information on the initiative. 

Emphasis on the priority standards will occur during any inspection, routine or specialized.  If a citation is issued, software on the inspector’s computer will force the inspector to devote extra time and effort to evaluate the hazard completely that gave rise to the alleged infraction.  In addition, citations for priority standards will automatically be reviewed for special assessment.  Through Jan. 29, MSHA had not publicly announced the program, so specifics were not available on the circumstances that would trigger a special assessment versus those that would not.  

Trade association and labor personnel were introduced to the program at a meeting Jan. 27 at MSHA headquarters.  Other sessions will be held, including one Feb. 11 at the University of Texas, Austin. Industry stakeholders should consider information received on the initiative to constitute fair notice and prepare accordingly.  

In Metal/Non-Metal, 13 priority standards have been identified.  The standards and the conditions involved are as follows:

1. Operating speeds and control of equipment (56.9101)

· Equipment operator not maintaining control of equipment while in motion

· Operating speeds not consistent with conditions

2.   Work on power circuits (56.12017)

· Power circuits not de-energized before working on circuits

· Switches not locked out or other measures taken to prevent power circuits from being energized without the knowledge of individuals working on them.

3.   Brake performance (56.14101(a))

· Service brakes not capable of stopping and holding equipment with its typical load on maximum grade traveled

· Parking brakes not capable of holding equipment with its typical load on maximum grade traveled

· Brake system components not maintained in functional condition

4.   Procedures during repairs or maintenance

      (56.14105)

· Machinery or equipment not blocked against motion during repairs or maintenance

· Equipment not effectively de-energized

· Persons not protected against hazardous motion during testing or adjustments

5.   Seat belt use (56.14130(g) and 56.14131(a))

· Failure to wear seatbelts while operating mobile equipment

· Seatbelts not worn when operating or riding in a haul truck

6.   Machinery, equipment, and tools used 

      beyond design (56.14205)

· Using machinery, equipment or tools beyond the manufacturer’s design capacity 

7. Parking procedures for unattended 

      equipment (56.14207)

· Mobile equipment left unattended and controls not placed in park position

· Parking brake not set

· Mobile equipment parked on grade and wheels/tracks not chocked or turned into a bank

8.   Safety belts and lines (56.15005)

· Persons not wearing fall protection when exposed to a fall hazard

9.   Bins, hoppers, silos, tanks and surge piles 

      (56.16002(a))

· Persons entering bins, tanks, hoppers or surge piles not wearing fall protection where there is a fall hazard

· Second person not provided to tend lifeline

· Persons entering bins and hoppers when flow of materials has not ceased and/or supply and discharge equipment are not locked out

· Safe access in and around working areas not provided

10.  Staying clear of suspended loads 

· Persons failing to stay clear of suspended loads

11.  Barricades and warning signs (56.20011)

· Barricades or warning signs not posted at all approaches where health or safety hazards exist that are not immediately obvious

12.  Use of ground support (57.3360)

· Necessary ground support not designed, installed and maintained in areas where persons work or travel
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