CO2 Reporting for Asphalt Batch Plants

Re:  Asphalt batch plants owners and operators, their consultants and friends of the firm:

Generally, annual reports from holders of Oregon Air Quality General Permits (AQGPs) for Asphalt Batch Plants are due to DEQ on February 15, 2010.[1] What’s new is that For the very first time in Oregon, the owner or operator of any batch plant which emits 2500 metric tons or more of carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent per year (likely to cover almost all batch plants that are not totally portable and are regularly used) must annually report these emissions for the previous year (i.e., 2009).[2]  The date for reporting for the CO2e is the same as the annual AQGP report, 2/15/10.   Batch plants must report their CO2, Methane (CH4) and Nitrous Oxide (N2O) gasses.[3]  DEQ has a standard form available for completion on-line, if you want to use it.[4] The methodology for calculation of Greenhouse Gases is that developed by EPA for Subpart C—General Stationary Fuel Combustion Sources.[5]   Next year EPA will require reporting for emissions for 2010, but only for those facilities emitting 25,000 tons or more of CO2e

For those clients which are part of a publicly traded company, there is new (2/2/10) guidance available from the United States Securities and Exchange Commission on reporting the effects of climate change on the company.  For non-financial disclosures, the SEC guidance raises issues in several disclosure categories including:  (A) description of the business, (B) legal proceedings (including administrative proceedings), (C) risk factors, and (D) management’s discussion and analysis.[6]
Footnotes:  

1. http://www.deq.state.or.us/aq/permit/acdp/general/AQGP-007.pdf  .  

2. http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/rules/OARs_300/OAR_340/340_215.html   
3. http://www.deq.state.or.us/aq/climate/docs/2009TableSummary.pdf. 
4. http://deq12.deq.state.or.us/GHGonlineReporting/   

5.  http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/downloads09/GHG-MRR-Full%20Version.pdf   (p. 139 of 261) 
6. http://www.sec.gov/rules/interp/2010/33-9106.pdf 
Please call Paul Hribernick or Steve Schell if you need help with this.  
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