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Ash Grove Cement Workers Return to Eastern Oregon Plant 

Durkee, Ore. (Feb. 16, 2010) — The Ash Grove Cement Company announced today that 48 employees who were temporarily laid off in mid-December due to depressed market conditions and high inventories have returned to work at its plant in Durkee, Oregon. A crew of 11 employees had remained at the plant to process customer orders, while 17 workers returned  earlier in the month for maintenance. 

“Bringing our employees back to work is great news for the company and Eastern Oregon. Our employees are an integral part of the Ash Grove family,” said Terry Kerby, manager of the Durkee plant. “Ash Grove remains committed to its employees and customers who rely on the Durkee facility.”

The Durkee facility was one of seven Ash Grove plants across the country where workers were temporarily laid off due to depressed economic conditions and surplus inventories that have negatively affected the U.S. cement industry. According to The Portland Cement Association (PCA), U.S. cement consumption dropped by 26 percent during 2009, preceded by a nearly 16 percent decrease in 2008. 

 “The economic downturn affecting the entire cement industry is the most severe that Ash Grove has experienced in our 128-year history,” said Mike Hrizuk, Vice President of Manufacturing for Ash Grove. “It became necessary to reduce surplus inventories by implementing short term layoffs.” 

During the seasonal layoffs, Ash Grove continued on-schedule with the installation of the $20 million Activated Carbon Injection (ACI) system at the Durkee plant. This new technology is designed to cut airborne mercury emissions by 75 to 85 percent. The ACI equipment is expected to be operational by July of this year.

Hrizuk said 2010 is expected to be a challenging year for cement makers, but he noted that the PCA is anticipating a 5 percent increase in cement consumption in 2010. 

The Ash Grove Cement Company, the largest American-owned cement company and the fifth largest cement manufacturer in the U.S., has plant production capacity of more than 7.8 million tons of cement per year. Ash Grove operates eight cement plants, 21 cement terminals and one limestone grinding plant in 13 states. Ash Grove Cement is headquartered in Overland Park, Kansas.

